
 

 

 

The Young Fives program offers an alternative to children whose parents believe that they are not ready for a 
traditional kindergarten experience.  The program provides children with early kindergarten birthdays a full 
year of preparation that sets the stage for success in kindergarten.  This ‘gift of time’ can make all the 
difference for young children just setting out on their educational journeys.   

The Young Fives program is an exploration-based design, providing students with a solid foundation of early 
literacy and math skills as well as strengthening language, physical/motor, and social development.  Students 
also will participate in physical education, art, music, and computers.  The full-day program follows the regular 
elementary school hours and calendar.  

To participate in the Young Fives program, children must turn five no later than December 1.  A parent waiver 
is required for children turning five between September 2 and December 1.  The natural progression from the 
Young Fives program would be kindergarten. 

The Young Fives program is located at Anderson Elementary School.  Students who complete the Young Fives 
program would return to their home school the following year.   

  
Is My Child Ready for Kindergarten? 

Many parents ask for guidance in determining the readiness of their children for kindergarten.  Our 
experienced teachers are skilled in meeting the needs of eligible kindergartners and all are welcome.  Please 
remember that young children grow and develop at different rates.  Here are some indicators that may 
determine a child’s readiness for kindergarten.  

Language 

 Can speak in simple sentences 
 Can use a normal speaking voice 
 Knows how to whisper, speak softly, speak loudly, and shout 
 Can express needs, feelings, and opinions 
 Can answer questions and give information about self 
 Can relate experiences 
 Can ask questions and ask for help 

Listening 

 Listens attentively to a story for 5 minutes or more 
 Can recall some details of a story or video 
 Can follow directions, especially those involving spatial concepts, such as under, behind, over, and next 

to 
 Can recognize common sounds, such as household, animals, street, and classrooms 

 

Academics 

 



 Recognizes first name in print 
 Recites some rhymes and poems 
 Sings simple songs 
 Can tell about pictures 
 Enjoys books and stories 
 Knows most of the alphabet 
 Counts to ten 
 Notices shapes and forms 

Fine Motor Skills 

 Has engaged in many experiences using crayons, paints, clay, books, puzzles, beads, blocks, zippers, 
laces, markers, Legos, scissors, pencils, etc. 

Manners and Social Skills 

 Is aware that other children deserve attention too 
 Is learning the concepts of fairness 
 Is learning that rules and procedures are important for the safety and well-being of all 
 Is learning that rules and expected behaviors might vary from place to place 
 Is learning to take turns, raise hand, and share 
 Says positive phrases, such as: “please, thank you, excuse me, I’m sorry” 
 Does not interrupt conversations, stories, and lessons 
 Takes care of personal belongings and materials/equipment 
 Knows it’s okay to make mistakes 
 Knows it’s not okay to be mean or disruptive 

Health and Safety Habits 

 Covers mouth when coughing or sneezing 
 Can blow nose and dispose of tissue appropriately 
 Uses the bathroom independently and washes his/her hands 
 Dresses self independently 
 Attempts to put on own coat, boots, mitten, etc. 
 Washes hands before eating and when they get dirty 
 Does not put objects in mouth 
 Knows sharp objects are dangerous and leaves them alone 
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